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nomy of a province is not governed by climatic factors alone*
The range of alternative cash crops available in, different pro-
vinces, which compete with sugar-cane for a place in the...
scheme of crops, is a very important consideration. In the
U.P., Bihar and the Punjab the cultivation of sugar-cane is.
looked upon as a principal occupation of life, which gives the
cultivator and his family occupation during the slack period
of the agricultural year and which he is reluctant to abandon,
however slender the margin of profit, because he can find no
suitable alternative/' In Bengal on the other hand the culti-
vator has not only a choice between several crops in quite a
number of districts but it is difficult to some extent to induce
him to take up sugar-cane in preference to other crops like
jute to which he is accustomed. For this reason the cultiva-
tion of sugar-cane has been more important in Bihar, the U.P.
and the Punjab than in Bengal and continues to be so even
up to the present time. This fact is illustrated very clearly
by the percentages of cane areas to the total area under culti-
vation in different provinces given below:

TABLE XXXIX

Province
	1928-29 (Percentage)
	Average (1935-36 to 1939-40)

Bengal Bihar
 u: P.
 Punjab
	0.68 0.95 3.12 1.25
	1.4 2.3 5.9 1.6

These percentages show that the comparative concentra-
tion of sugar-cane areas has been the highest in the United
Provinces and lowest in Bengal. In spite of considerable
increase in recent years in these percentages in all the pro-
vinces the comparative position has not been altered up to
the present time. For the development of modern sugar fac-
tories the concentration of the sugar-cane crop is a very im-
portant factor as it acts as an index, to a certain extent, of the
possibility of getting fresh cane for crushing within reason-
able distances. On account of better concentration of cane
6   Report of the Indian Tariff Board on Sugar (1938), p. 41.